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TEE cauſe of the preſent high price of BUTCHERS” 
MEAT being a myſtery to the generality of the nation, an 
opportunity now offers to lay open the nefarious practices 
by which this neceſſary and univerſal article of ſuſtenance 
hath been ſo enormouſly enhanced. And as the Committee 
of Retail Butchers are preparing a Bill to be preſented to 
Parliament early in the preſent Seſſion, the ſubſequent 
Petition, containing their Complaints and Allegations—the 
Teſtimonies of Witneſſes, and Report, are preſented to the 
Public, with a view of informing them what ſteps have been 
taken by the Legiſlature, and what alſo may be expected 
from 1ts wiſdom 1n the courſe of a few months, to remedy ſo 
great and grievous an evil. 
The expences hitherto incurred in making the preſent 
application to Parliament, have been chearfully defrayed 
by the perſons forming the Committee, and others of the 
Trade: but as the cauſe, in which they are embarked, is 
that of the Nation at large, eſpecially of the middling and 
lower claſſes thereof, who are moſt affected by the preſent 
exceſſive Dearneſs of Proviſions, it is requeſted, that every 
rſon diſpoſed to aſſiſt in the Reduction of the Price of 
. Meat, will contribute on the preſent occaſion ac- 
cording to his ability. Subſcriptions or Donations (how- 
ever ſmall) paid as under, will be thankfully received, and 
moſt faithfully applied to the above purpoſe. 


Meſſ. HAMMERSLEY and Co. South Side of Pall Mall. 
Meſſ. RoBar'rs, Curtis, WERE, and Co. No. 35, Corndill. 
Sir He SANDERSON, Knt. and Co. No. 1, Manſion-houſe 
treet. | - 
Meſi. LangGsToxns, TowGoop, and Amory, Clements Lane, 
Lombard Street. | | 
Meſſ. WesToNn, Pinyory, and Co. No. 37, Borough. 
Meſſ. DoRs ET, Jounson, W1LKINSON, and BERNERs, No. 68, 
New Bond Street. 
The ee T. WiLLETT, No. 81, Blackman Street, South- 
wark. 
The Secretary, E. EDwarDs, No. 282, Oxford Street. 


THOMAS WILLETT, Chairman. 
EVAN EDWARDS, Secretary. 


- 6+ Letters of Information (Poſt paid) directed to the 
Chairman or Secretary, will be thankfully received. 
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SUBSTANCE of the Humble PzT:TIONn of the RETAIL Burchrxs 
of London, Weſtminſter, Borough of Southwark, &c. to the Honour 
able the Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament afſembled : 


* 


SHEWETH, 


"2 HAT a very heavy and great diſtreſs hath for a long time affected, 
and doth ſtill continue to affect, your Petitioners, and alſo the 
Public in general, eſpecially the middling and lower orders thereof, by 
the yearly rife of the — of life, (among which butchers* meat 

is one of the moſt conſiderable,) occaſioned, fo far as relates to this 
ſpecific article, they humbly conceive, not only by the practices of 
monopolizing Jobbers, Foreſtallers, Regraters, and Engroſſers, but alſo 
by that dealing which hath of late ſo much prevailed of Carcaſe Butch- 
ering within the diſtricts of the trade of your Petitioners; and as the 
ſaid deſcription of men ſuppoſe, that the ſtatute paſſed in the twelfth 
year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, intituled “ An A for repealing the 
Laws againſt Badgers, Foreftallers,” &c. doth extend not only to the 
ſtatutes particularly named therein, but alſo to the eleventh clauſe of 
the 31ſt Geo. II. cap. 40, and to every other prohibitory ſtatute what- 
ever, they deem themſelves unreſtrainable as to the practices and deal- 
ings they have uniformly exerciſed and perſiſted in fince the paſſing the 
ſaid repealing act; in conſequence of which, (by the influence they 
have acquired over the faleſmen,) they ſo obſtruct and prevent your 
Petitioners from the advantages of an open and fair market of live 
cattle, that they are compelled, in too many inſtances, to have recourſe 
to the faid Jobbers, Carcaſe-Butchers, &c. for a ſupply of thoſe goods 
they formerly had the opportunity of buying alive, and at firft hand; 
by which ſeveral conſiderable profits are unneceſſarily made by theſe 
middle men, to the certain progreſſive enhancement of the price of 
meat, and to the manifeſt injury of the Public, and your Petitioners as 


a trading body, 


Your Petitioners alſo humbly repreſent, that this evil hath of late 
extended to fo alarming and grievous a height, that it hath raiſed the 
price of meat in moſt caſes to more than double the price at which it 
was ſold in the years 1765, 1766, 1767, and 1772. | 


Your Petitioners further repreſent, that during ſeveral weeks of the 
laſt ſpring, they were under the neceſſity of ſelling meat to many of 
the lower claſs of the people at a leſs price than it coſt them, in order 
to allay the diſcontents and the murmurs ſo prevalent among them, at 
that time; and that notwithſtanding this was well known at that period, 
they had the mortification of experiencing, that the Jobbers, Fore- 
ſtallers, Carcaſe-Butchers, &c. continued in the unfeeling and ſordid 
practice of enriching themſelves, through the medium of your Peti- 


tioners, notwithſtanding their calamitous ſituation. 


oy 


Your 
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Vour Petitioners further repreſent, that theſe men not only engroſs 
to themſelves the greateſt and beſt part of the live ſtock brought into 
Smithfield market, as before ſtated, but alſo that which is brought 
weekly into the ſmall markets from two to fifteen miles from the me- 
tropolis; and that this ſyſtem of foreſtalling, &c. is another real cauſe 
of the progreſſive riſe in the price of meat; and alſo that it tends to 
concentrate a great and valuable part of the trade into the hands of 
theſe middle men, to the excluſion as well as to the manifeſt injury of 
the fair traders, who were the original purveyors and venders of this 
article of ſuſtenance to the public. The preſent, as well as the future 
evil conſequences attending this practice, they hope this Honourable: 
Houſe will protect their humble Petitioners from. 


Your Petitioners beg leave finally to obſerve, that it having been 
ſuggeſted, the dry ſummer of 1794, and the winter which fucceeded' 
thereto, might in a great degree have contributed to the exceſſive high 
price of meat, and that a more kind and productive ſeaſon would not 
only leſſen, but in ſome meaſure do away ſo much of the cauſe as doth 
ariſe from theſe ſources, they entertained the fulleſt expectation that the 
mild and genial time which hath ſucceeded, and which ſtill continues, 
would have effected fo deſirable and beneficial a change. But, alas! 
the face of things is not altered; the hand of avarice yet graſps the ob- 
vious good God means to all; and thus that hope which ſupported the 
expectation of your Petitioners is rendered abortive, and no longer a 
conſolation to them; for though the markets have (for many months 
paſt) been ſuperabuntantly ſupplied with ſtock in the beſt condition, no 
perceptible change for the better hath been the conſequence ; the price 
of this article of ſuſtenance is now as high as ever remembered, and 
your Petitioners humbly conceive, will progreflively riſe, unleſs timely 
prevented by the wiſdom of this Honourable Houſe. From informa- 
tion of undoubted veracity they learn, that, during the time com- 
plained of, meat hath in common been fold, and in many places conti- 
nues ſo to be, at the rate of one-halfpenny to three-halfpence a pound 
cheaper, at the ſmall diſtance of twenty or thirty miles only from 
London, than in that Metropolis and its Environs. 


| Your Petitioners, thus ſurrounded by the ſordid arts of Monopo- 
lizers, &c. on the one hand, and of approaching ruin (to many, if not 
averted) on the other ; of all which, as well as of every other allegation 
in this Petition, they are prepared to give the moſt ſatisfactory evidence; 
humbly pray, that their grievous condition may induce this moſt Ho- 
nourable Houſe to take the ſame into their conſideration, and that ſuch 
effectual and ſpeedy relief may be granted them, as the urgency of their 
Caſe and the wiſdom of the Houſe may entitle them to. : 


| And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever unfeignedly 
pray, &c. | ” 


The 


F 
The COMMITTEE, to whom the PETITION of the CurTING 


RETATL BurchERS of London, Weſtminſter, the Borough of 


Southwark, and the Places adjacent thereto, was referred, and who 

. were directed to report their Opinion thereupon to the Houſe, have, 
purſuant to the Order of the Houſe, examined the Matter of the ſaid 
PETITION: To prove the Allegations whereof, | 


R. THOMAS WILLETT, a Cutting Butcher, being examined, 
he was aſked, What was meant by a Jobber of Cattle? He ſaid, 
They buy cattle of the Graziers and Farmers, which would come from 
them to market were they not prevented by theſe people, which is the 
means of confiderably enhancing the price—that there 1s not a doubt 
but that more than half the .cattle, both beaſts and ſheep, {ou more 
particularly the beaſts) are jobbed that come into Smithfield—that in 
the month of June laſt he was cheapening ſome cattle of a Mr. Pooley, 
a Saleſman in Smithfield, who aſked a great price for them—that he 
(the Witneſs) aſked what could be the cauſe of it, and he (the Saleſ- 
man) told him, he believed it was in conſequence of jobbing; and that 
a Mr. Lowdon and Co. of Norwich had, during the Spring of 1795, 
Jobbed upwards of a thouſand beaſts, by which they muſt have cleared 
at leaſt {2,000: And the Witneſs 3 ſaid, that Mr. J. Earle, 
a Saleſman in Smithfield, ſaid to him, he wiſhed jobbing to be done 
away within thirty miles of London, for that it was arrived to a very 


alarming heighth, and that by means of the jobbers he could give no 


ſatisfaction to his employers the Graziers, who did not deal with job- 


bers; that the practice of jobbing has exiſted for a conſiderable time, 


but never to that exceſs which it has done for the laſt two years. — 
And being aſked, Whether there would be any difficulty in the Far- 
mers and Graziers getting their ſtock to London were there no ſuch 


men as Jobbers? He faid, None at all, for there are Drovers for that 


| purpoſe, a3 regularly calling for the ſtock as the Butchers ſend their 


journeymen round with meat to their cuſtomers. And being aſked, 
Whether he conceived the practice of jobbing enhanced the price of 


cattle in the London market? he ſaid, Very conſiderably.— Then, 

Mr. JOHN HAWEES, a Cutting Butcher, being examined, he was 
| aſked, What information he could give reſpecting the jobbing of cat- 
tle? He ſaid, He has ſeen great quantities brought to market by men 
who were known to be Jobbers, and never fed cattle—that ſeveral of 
the Saleſmen complain very much, and think they are a very great 


evil, and the cauſe of enhancing the price of meat very much; and 


that he (the Witneſs) is of the fame opinion—that no longer ago than 
Friday he ſaw a Jobber in Smithfield, who had got ſome very fine! 
Scotch beaſts, and aſked at the rate of 74. J per Ib.— that Mr. Self, a 
Saleſman, came up, and {.1d, He hoped the Jobbers would be deceived, 
and not get the price they had given for their cattle, and that he' 
withed to ſce all Jobbers A for they cauſed ſo much confuſion 
among the Graziers in the country, that it was impoſſible for the Saleſ- 
men to give ſatisfaction to the Graziers who employed them that the 

1 a Jobbers 
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Jobbers rode about the country, and if they found a Grazier who 
was not inclined to ſell them his cattle, but determined to ſend them 


to the London market, they very often tempted them with prices more 
than they were really worth, to induce the Graziers to let them have 


them, and ſo get the ſtock into their own hands—that when the Gra- 
Ziers have ſent their cattle to market after the Jobbers have been with 
them, it was impoſſible for the Saleſmen to give fſatisfaftion, becauſe 
the Jobbers had bid more for their cattle than they knew they were 
worth—that he (the Saleſman) had many times been bid a very good 
price for cattle by Butchers, and frequently more than they could make 
of them, which 4 has been obliged to refuſe, as he knew the Jobbers 
had been with the Graziers, and offered more—that he (the Saleſman) 


was very certain, while Jobbers were allowed, meat would never be 


cheap in this Metropolis—that the markets all along the road up to 
London were ſo infeſted with Jobbers, that the Graziers could not get 


their cattle up to London, although they ſent them out with Drovers, 


with orders for them to be drove to the London market. — That a 
Butcher at Stevenage told him (the Witneſs) that the cattle were ſo 
entirely in the hands of Jobbers, that he was often obliged to come 
to Smithfield to buy cattle of them, though many went through the 
place from whence he came.—'That the Witneſs has a brother in Wor- 
ceſterſhire (a Butcher) who lately wrote to him to know the price of 
meat in the London market, for that the Jobbers ſo infeſted the Fairs, 
and monopolized the cattle, that they are obliged to give any price 
they demand—that he (the Witneſs) has ſeen the ſame thing in Smith- 
field market an hundred times—that his brother likewiſe informed 
him by his letter, that there is a Jobber in ſtore ſheep comes to their 
market every week, and ſeldom buys ſo few as an hundred, and 
that thoſe ſheep are brought there by Jobbers, ſo that none of the 
Farmers or Graziers in the neighbourhood can have any until ſuch 
time as the above perſon has had the refufal of them, and taken as 
many as he thinks fit that he (the Witneſs's Brother) could have point- 
ed out twenty of theſe ſort of Jobbers within this twelvemonth— 
that they have the market entirely in their own hands, and that he 
never ſaw a greater plenty of fat cattle at this time of the year than 
there is at preſent. And being aſked, Whether there would be any 
difficulty in the Farmer or Grazier conveying his ſtock to London, if 
there were no-fach perſons as Jobbers ? he ſaid, Not the leaſt, as the 
Graziers know as well how to have their cattle conducted to Smith- 
field market, as if they were within two miles of it—that it is the cuſ- 
tom of the Saleſinen, where they are not interrupted by Jobbers, to 
ſend their Drovers round to the different Farmers and Graziers for 
their cattle, and write to them, when they find the market 1s likely to 
want a ſupply.— And being aſked, Whether the Farmers and Graziers 
would not get rather more than leſs for their cattle, and while the 
conſumer got his meat cheaper, if there were no Jobbers? he ſaid, 
He believed they wouid, though there might ſometimes be an excep- 
tion—that it is the general opinion of thoſ: who frequent Smithfield 
market, that three-tourths of the cattle are jobbed before they get 
there; and that he has been frequently informed by Saleſmen, a 
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eattle are Jobbed four or five different times before they reach Smith- 
field market —And being aſked, Whether he knew a Mr. E. Cramp? 
he ſaid, Yes, and that he attends different markets—that Mr. Turpin, 
a Saleſman and Butcher at St. Ives, informed a Mr. Smith and him, 
that Cramp generally attended St. Ives and Stevenage markets, and 
had bought, in one day, eighty-one head of fat cattle that were on the 
road coming to Smithfield ; and that he was going again to Stevenage 
for the ſame purpoſe.— Then, 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH, a Cutting Butcher, being examined, he 
was aſked, What information he could give reſpecting the bringing of 
cattle to market? he confirmed the evidence given by the laſt Wit- 
neſs, as to the jobbing of Mr. Cramp, and ſaid, That that practice 
muſt neceſſarily increaſe the price of meat to the conſumer—that 
Tunbridge, Sevenoaks, and Maidſtone, have been the ſeat of jobbing 
for ſome time, and that jobbing is now become almoſt general through- 
out the kingdom, by which is obtained a command over the Gra- 
Ziers, and enhance the price in the London market—that he knows a 
perſon at Stowe on the Wold, a very conſiderable dealer in that way, 
— that the Butchers about that place can buy nothing for him.— 

hen, | 
Mr. JOHN BATELE, a Cutting Butcher, being examined, he was 
aſked, When Beef firſt made any conſiderable advance? He faid, about 
ſeven years ago—that about that time one Godſon, a Carcaſe Butcher, 
informed him, that he had ſome cattle in Smithfield which netted/to 
him from 3. to 5. per head by jobbing.—And being aſked, 
What he conceived to be a fair profit on his meat? he ſaid, 34. per 
Kone, of 8 Ibs.—And being aſked, Whether he knew what a Carcaſe 
Butcher's profit is? he ſaid, Nearly equal to the Cutting Butcher's— 
that if the Cutting Butchers were to kill their own meat, they would 
gain after the rate of 6d. per ſtone; but, owing to the Carcaſe But- 
cher's, they are unable to purchaſe live meat. — Then, 

Mr. JOHN POPE, a Cutting Butcher, being examined, he was aſked, 
What he knew reſpecting jobbing? He faid, That he has heard from 
Saleſmen, with whom he has dealt, that the beaſts he had been about 
to purchaſe were jobbed; and that they wiſhed jobbing was totally 
aboliſhed, as it bred ſuch confuſon in the country; and that if they 
could have the cattle immediately from the Graziers to the market, 
they could fell them at a price to ſatisfy the Butcher. —And being aſked, 
What further information he could give reſpecting the practice of job- 
bing, he ſaid, From the Saleſmen he has heard that the cattle ſent to 
Smithfield, particularly on a Friday, are three parts jobbed beaſts, and 
that it was impoſſible to ſell thoſe beaſts that were Graziers beaſts to 
the ſatisfaction of their employers, as the Jobbers had been many of 
them endeavouring to buy thoſe beaſts, and finding the Graziers not 
inclined to ſell, they have uſed this argument, that the beaſts would 
fetch more then than if kept five or ſix weeks longer, by which means 
they have drawn off the beaſts before they have been ready to come, 
fo that there muſt be loſt, out of every ſcore of beaſts that come, at 
leaſt one-fourth in quantity, by means of being drawn away by Job- 
bers—that when the Jobbers go to the Graziers, and they are notinclined 
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to ſell them, they endeavour to tempt them by a Price far more than 
they even intend to give; ſo when thoſe Beaſts are ſent to Smith 
field, the Saleſmen are not able w make the Money for them as bid 
by the Jobber, and the next Quantity of Beaſts the Grazier has to 
diſpoſe of, he is inclined to fell to the Jobber, fearing they may not 
fetch in the Market ſo much as before—that he (the Witneſs) thinks 
that it is impoſſible for the Public to have Meat at any fair Price 
whilſt this Practice is continued, nor the Cutting Butcher be enabled 
to get a Living. — And being aſked, Whether he ever enquired the 
Price of Sheep in Smithfield Market, and found they were not to be 
lold till a Jobber had the Refuſal, and which Jobber afterwards ſold 
them to hin? he ſaid, Yes; and that they were fold to him by the 
ſame Saleſman on the Jobber's Account. —That a Grazier in Bed- 
fordſhire informed him (the Witneſs) that he could not get a Lot 
of Store Sheep into his Hands that had not been jobbed before, and 
that he wiſhed it was abolithed, as it was an Injury to the Public. — 
tAnd being aſked, If Jobhers were entirely aboliſhed, would it put 
the Grazier under any Difficulty in ſending his Stock to the London 
Market? he ſaid, There are Drovers belonging to all Parts of the 
Kingdom, who collect Cattle from the Graziers.— Then, 

Mr. EDWARD ADAMS, late a Saleſman in Smithfield, bein 
examined, ſaid, He had been a Saleſman near Fifty You: 
being aſked, What had been the Practice of n he ſaid, That 
Beaits have been jobbed ever ſince he could remember, and that he 
has ſold many ſuch Cattle that the Jobbers buy their Oxen of the 
Graziers in the Country—that he has ſold for Graziers as well as 

obbers; and that the Cattle take all the ſame Chance in the 

arket.— And being aſked, Whether the Farmers and Graziers 
would be under any Dilculty in ſending their Cattle to Smithfield, 
were there no ſuch People as Jobbers ? he ſaid, They would not. — 
And being aſked, Whether he knew of any inſtances of Jobbers 
meeting the Droves ? he ſaid, That Butchers ſometimes met them 
at Hounſlow, and bought them for their own Uſe.—And being 
aſked, If he knew of any Practice of foreſtalling in the London 
Market? he ſaid, That ſuch Things are done, but that he never ſold 
Beaſts in the Market twice over—That the Graziers and Farmers 
conſign their Cattle to the Saleſman in London, and ſend a Letter, 
informing him that on ſuch a Day they intend ſending ſo many,— 
And being aſked, Whether thoſe Cattle always arrive? he ſaid, 
Sometimes an Accident happened on the Road—that he never knew 
any Cattle jobbed on the Road. And boy How the Job- 
bers deal? he ſaid, They ſometimes bought Beaſts at Smithfield, and 
other Markets in the Country- that he would never have any thing 
to do with ee becauſe he did not like them, as they bought 
Cattle to ſell again in the ſame Market.— And being aſked, How 
often he has known the ſame Beaſt ſold in the ſame Market ? he 
ſaid, He could not tell how often, but that there has been a good 
deal of that Practice, and by People who make it their Buſineſs to jqb 
Caitle.—And being aſked, If thoſe People were not ſuffered, would 
the Market be as well ſupplied ? he ſaid, Yes ; for the Cattle muſt 


ceme,—And being aſked, Whether he has not heard one and all 
B | declare 
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declare, that the enormous Price given for lean Stock was entirely 
owing to the Practice of jobbing? he ſaid, Yes, moſt certainly; 
and that he fully concurred in that Opinion.-—And being aſked, 
Whether he did not attribute the enormous Addition in the Price of 
Oxen at the Country Fairs to the Practice of jobbing ? he ſaid, He 
did. — And being aſked, If there was an End put to the Practice of 
jobbing, whether the Butcher would not be enabled to fell his Meat 
cheaper than at preſent ? he ſaid, It might certainly make a Differ- 
ence.— Then, 

Mr. THOMAS HOLBECH, a Saleſman in Smithfield, bein 
exainined, he was aſked, How Cattle were brought to Smithfield 
Market ? he ſaid, They are conſigned to Drovers, in different Parts 
of the Country, fome by the Graziers, and orhers by the Jobbers.— 
And being aſked, What was the Nature of a Jobber? he taid, One 
who buys of the Graziers, and ſells again in the Country, or brings 
them to London ; that there are a great Number in that Way, both 
in buying lean and fat Cattle to fel again; they go round to the 
Farmers and buy their Stock; the Jean they take to the Country 
Fairs, and fell to the Graziers, and the fat Stuck they ſend to the 
Country and London Markets, but chiefly to London—that he has 
been informed by Graziers, that there great numbers of Store Cattle 
which advance £2. per Head between their going from the Breeder 
to the Grazier; and that Jobbers, at Times, have made from Z 2. to 
£ 3- per Head. And being aſked, Whether there would be any Dif- 
fticulty in the Graziers getting their Cattle to Smithfield Market 
were there no Jobbers ; he ſaid, None—that ſince he has known 
the Bnfineſs, many Graziers uſed to come with Cattle who now 
dealt with Jobbers.— Chat he has known a great Deal of the Prac- 
tice of buying and ſelling again in the fame Marker—that a ſhort 
Time ago a Northamptonſhire Grazier had a Lot .of Beaſts in 
Smithfield fitter for Store than Sale, and he (the Witneſs) ſaw him 
fell Two or Three to one Hancock, who took them to the other 
Side of the Market, and there had them tied to the Rails in order to 
be ſold again—that he himſelf has received Cattle for the Purpoſe 
of ſelling again, but has, with ſeveral others, diſcontinued that 
Practice that it is ſtill done, and he hears of it every Day—that 
he has often ſold Beaſts for one Cramp, a Jobber, and that he gene- 
rally fixed the Price they were to go at—that the PraCtice of the 
Market is, for Graziers to leave the Price to the Saleſman, and for 
him to ſell according as the Market goes—that it is the conſtant 
Practice of leaving Cattle at Iflington, Knightſbridge, and other 
Places round London, at ſome of which Places he = ſeen both 
Beaſts and Sheep bought by the Jobbers—that he has known Beaſts 
fol#in Smithfield, 60. again ſold in the ſame Market at an Advance 
of £2. per Head that he himſelf have ſold Beaſts again which have 
made as great an Advance—that fince he has diſcontinued the Prac- 
tice of regrating, he has loſt ſome of his beſt Cuſtomers, unto the 
Amount & {, 50. per Year—that he knows there are many who ſup- 
port themſelves, by jobbing—that the Graziers in Shropfllire, Here- 
fordſhire, Glouceſterſhire, Worceſterſhire, and Glamorganſhire, all 
complain of not being able to buy any Store Cattle of the Breeders, 
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on Account of their being all engroſſed by the Jobbers.— And being 
a{ked, Whether their would be any Difficulty in the Graziers get- 
ting their Cattle to Smithfield if there were no Jobbers? he ſaid, 
None, even from the moſt remote Parts of this Kingdom, or Scot- 
land—that the Price of Meat is greatly enhanced in Smithfield by the 
Practice of jobbing ; and he thinks the Miſchief proceeds from firſt 
3 the lean Cattle, and afterwards the fat Cattle that the Job- 
ers go, on the Evening before the Saturday Market Days, to Ifling- 
ton, ne. End, Knightſbridge, &c. which are the reſting Places for 
Cattle coming to Smithfield, and there purchaſe ſometimes One Third 
of them that he has known 300 and upwards fold at Hounflow and 
Knightſbridge, on a Thurſday, and not more than 700 have been in 
the Caithfel Market the next Day—that the Saleſman conſiders the 
Cattle actually delivered to him as ſoon as they arrive at their reſting 
Places round the Town, after wluch he is reſponſible, ſhould One or 
more he lojt—the Saleſman employs his own People to bring them to 
Market, and has the fole Direction when they thall be brought—that 
the Grazier does not, according to the Cuſtom of the Market, put a 
Price on the Cattle, but the Jobber does—-and that before this Prac- 
tice of jobbing took place in the Manner it is now, the Market was 
as well ſupplied with Cattle, and were much lower in Price— Then, 
Mr. ROBERT COOK, a Saleſman in Smithfield Market, being 
examined, he was aſked, What he knew reſpecting the jobbing of 4 
Cattle? he ſaid, that there is a vaſt deal of it; and that the Jobbers | 
$0 to the different Markets in the Country and buy ſtock, which they 
end to Smithfield And being aſked, What Effect that has upon the 
London Market? he ſaid, If Cattle were to come from the Graziers, 
and not through the Jobber's Hands, it would be much better, becauſe 
the Jobbers let the Saleſmen know what the Cattle coſt them, ſo that 
they (the Saleſmen) often hold up the Price, which it they had come 
from the Graziers muſt have taken the regular Market Price; and 
that they are more at Diſcretion with reſpect to Grazier's Cattle.— 
That the meeting of Cattle on their Road to Smithfield is frequently 
practiſed, by which Means they get into the Hands of Jobbers.— 
And being aſked, What Information he could give reſpecting: re- 
rating! 4 ſaid, That there is a very injurious Practice of regrating 
in Smithfield Market, but he believes it to be done chiefly by 
Butcher's ; that jobbing is very prejudicial to the Country Markets, 
but cannot ſpeak to the Number of Beaſts and Sheep jobbed :— That 
at a Meeting of Saleſmen, it was their Opinion, that jobbing was 
very prejudicial, and ought to be put a ſtop to; and that the high 
Price of Meat was as injurious to the Saleſmen as to the Public,—- 
And being aſked, What is the meaning of the Perm “ being in 
Price?“ he ſaid, "That is, after the Saleſmen has fixed a Price on 
the Cattle, the Purchaſer ought, by the Cuſtom of the Market, to 
have a certain Time*allowed him for Refuſal ;—and being aſked; 
Whether the Carcaſe Butcher could always be ſupplied in Smithfield? 
he ſaid, He thinks they could—that they; have had very plentiful 
Markets, but that there is a very, great Conſumption ; and that the 
Scarcity of Pork he thinks ſeems to increaſe the Price of Meat.— 
Then, _ © | RE 2 
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Mr. DANIEL SHARPE being examined, ſaid, That he is Clerk 
to Smithfield Market, and appointed by the City of London. — And 
being aſked, What information he could give reſpecting jobbing ? he 
ſaid, That there is a great deal of jobbing from. Romford Market in 
every Reſpect, both in Beaſts, Sheep, and Pigs—That things are 
bought at Romford which are conſigned for Snithfield by Carcaſe 
Butchers and others, who make a Living in that Way, and the ſame 
is likewiſe done at Southall, Hayes, and other Places; ſome are 
bought to kill, and others to ſell again in Smithfield Market That 
Beaſts are bought by the Jobbers out of the Hands of the Saleſinen, 
at different Places, in ſelling which the Saleſmen ſaye an Expence 
and Trouble, as they charge the Grazier the ſame Commiſſion when 
ſold within Twenty Miles of London, as if they had come to Smith- 
field That there is alſo a very great Practice of jobbing, or rather 
regrating in Smithfield Market, in Cattle being bought by one Set of 
en, and then taken to another part of the Market, and conſigned to 
another Saleſman, who is informed what Price they were firſt told at, 
and unleſs that Price can be raiſed, they are driven out of the Market 
and kept for another day, by which Practices very conſiderable Profits 
have been made, as much as (2. per Head, and frequently more 
That in general there has been a very good Supply in the Market, as 
good as ever known at this time of the year—That Beaſts which are 
bought in the Country by Jobbers are ſentinto Smithfield Market, ſuch 
as a Score or E hirty at a Time, belonging to One Man, which would 
have otherwiſe have been ſent in ſmaller Lots, and by which the 
Market would be more regularly ſupplied—That the Jobbers are en- 
abled, by the above means, to throw in, or keep back large Quantities 
of Cattle, in order to keep up the Price of the Market-That at 
Mile-End, from the Norfolk Road, he has known as many as from 
Four to Six Hundred Head of Cattle ſent to Carcaſe Butchers, which 
would otherwiſe have come to Market alive, fo that the Curcaſe Butchers 
can fix any Price on them, and particularly when there is a ſhort 
Market at Smithfield. —And being aſked, Whether it is not cuſtoma- 
ry to enter the Quantity of Stock ſold? he ſaid? He takes an Ac- 
count of the Number of Beaſts and Sheep brought into the Market, 
but has no Account given him of the number ſold, or the Prices they 
fold at; but thinks if a Regiſter was kept it would be a great Public 
Benefit, and prevent, in a great meaſure, the Malpractice of regrating 
and foreſtalling, which is now carried on to a very great Extent ; and 
that it might as eaſily be done as in the Caſe 'f Hay and Straw, 

which Account he keeps. — Then, | 

Mr. THOMAS HOLBECH, being again examined, ſaid, That it 
was the Opinion of ſeveral refpectable Grazien in Smithfteld, that 
the jobbing of Store Cattle was very injurious to the Public—That a 
Grazier informed him, that he had been at Pontypool Fair in Wales, 
and there was not a pair of Beaſts to be got, but what came through 
the Hands of One or more jobbers, which raited the Price conſider- 
ably—That'One Perfon in particular, had jobbed for him (the Wit- 
neſs) 24 Beaſts, upon whith Was gained 49. in the Courſe of Eight 
or Nine Days; which Beaſts, or the major part of them, would have 
eome to Smithfield Market from the Graziers in the regular Cour 
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That there are great Numbers of Beaſts and Sheep ſent to Smithfield 


from the Jobbers in Price, which has ſome effect on the Market 
That he has known 400 Sheep and 40 Beaſts purchaſed by Jobbers, 
in a Day, at Sevenoaks, and ſent to Smithfield ; and that near that 
Quantity are frequently bought at Tunbridge and Maidſtone, and 
ſent to Smithfield at an advanced price; and that the ſame Circum- 
ſtance happens on all the Roads by which Smithfeld is ſupplied 
with Beaſts and Sheep— That lle thinks, if the Practice of job- 
bing 1s not done away, oy Perlon will enter into that line— That : 
the Market Day was altered to the Thurſday inſtead of Friday, it wou 
be of great Benefit to the Public, and ve the Means of equalizing the 
Market, and preſerving a great Quantity of Meat, as the Cattle might 
then be killed in a more proper ſtate than when bouglit on the Friday, in 
the Heat of the Day, and killed for the Saturday Market : And the. 
witneſs added, That, there are great quantities of Cattle at Mile-End, + 
and other Places, which are ſent to the commiſſioned Butchers ts kill before 
they go to Smithfield, which, were they to come, it would make a very great 
Difference in the Appearance of the Market. —Then, 

THOMAS MERITON, a Drover, being examined, ſaid, That 
he drives for ſeveral Carcaſe Butchers, and alſo attends Smithfield 
Market—That he drives in the Courſe of the Week, from Hayes 

and Southall Markets, about 200 Sheep—That his Employers often 
attend at the Pens round London in the Summer Time, while the 
Lambs laſt, and procure ſometimes to the amount of Three or Four 
Hundred, which he has drove to their own Houſes to kill, without their 
having been in Smithfield Market ; That he has ſometimes drove from Mile- 
End to IVhitechapel, perhaps a Score or more of Commiſſioned Sheep, con- 
/igned to the Carcaſe Butcher to kill ; and that he knows a Carcaſe Butcher, 
of the name of Boot, to have had on a Sunday Three or Four Hundred 
Commiſſioned ſheep conſigned to him to kill, and which never went into 
Smithfield. — Then, 

Mr. JOHN HAWKES, being again examined, he was aſked, 
What Information he could give reſpecting the Practice of regrating ? 
he ſaid, That it is his Buſinets to attend Smithfield Market, and that 
he has conſtantly obſerved a Set of People who make it their con- 
ſtant practice to regrate, which greatly enhances the price of 
Meat to the Conſumer ; and that he has often been obliged to buy 
Cattle at an advanced price of theſe Sort of People, which he has 
known to have been ſold before on the fame day in Smithfield, - 
That if the Regrators cannot get their advance price, they turn the 
Cattle out of the Market, and that he has known this to — hap- 
pened to the ſame Cattle Three Market Days ſucceſſively, and by 
which Means the Meat has been very much injured.— Then, 

Mr. THOMAS COVINGTON, a Cutting Butcher, being ex- 
amined, confirmed the above PraCtices.—And, 

Mr. GEOGRE BISHOP, a Cutting Butcher, being hkewiſe ex- 
amined, confirmed the ſaid practices; and added, That he has known 
an Inſtance of a Regrator buying Five Beaſts in a fictitious name, and 
ſelling them again, on the ſame Day at a Profit ot 7.—Then, 

* JOHN PASS, a Drover, being examined ſaid, That he has known, 
out of 800 Sheep which came from Mile-End, 600 ſent to the _ 
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Butchers" to be billed, without being drove into Smithfield ; and that whey 


are ſent from the Fobbers to the Carcaſe Butchers, thinking they can get 


more for their Sheep then if fert into Smithfield Mar ket---that about Five 
in Six of tho/e conſigned to the Carcaſe Butchers belong to Fobbers, aud 
about Half the Remaynder, which go to Smithfield, belong i Graziers— 
Thar it is the Practice of the Carcaſe Butchers, to go to Romford 
on a Monday, not a Market Day there, and buy up the Sheep and 


Lambs, which he has known them to do to the Amount of 800 and 


upwards at a Time; and at the Carcaſe Butchers have Stables and 


other Places to keep their Sheep in, and jo ill certain Quantities at a 


Carxrcaſe Butchers about 1200 a Week, which he meets at Mile-End, 


8 


Time, in order that the Market may not become 199 cheap.--- Then, 
JOSEPH RODD, a Drover, being examined, ſaid, That he 

drives Sheep for ſeveral Carcaſe Butchers, and to Smithfield Market, 

from Mile-End and Romford— that on an Average he drives to the 


maxe of which go to Smithfield Market ; but that he drives more from 
Mile-End to Smithfield than he does to the Carcaſe Butchers---that 
the Carcaſe Butchers Sheep are drove to them on a 'I'hux{day and 
Sunday ; and that he pays the Country Drovers at Mile-End, and is 
reimburſed the expence by his Employers at Whi.echapel---And be- 


ing aſked, ln what Quantities the Carcaſe Butchers killed their 


Sheep? he ſaid, In ſuch Quantities according as the Trade is. Then, 

WILLIAM DILELOW, # Bullock Drover, being examined, 
ſaid, That he drives Cattle from Romford both for Butchers and 
Saleſmen—that the Carcaſe Buichers go there to buy Cattle, and 


that the Salefmen ſell them great Numbers of Beaſts at Mile End. that 


he has known Thirty or Forty committioned Beafts on a Sunday 
grave to the Carcaſe Butchers to kill—thart it is a common Prac- 
tice for People to buy Cattle at Romford and Mile-End, for the 


| -purpoſe of ſelling again in Smithfield, and which. Beaſts are origi- 


nally conſigned tor Smithfield by the Graziers = that it is likewite 
a Fractice to buy Cattle on their Road to Smithfield, and have 
them drove into the Market by way of Blind, and having had 
the Smithfield Mark put upon them, without their having been tied 

, ſend them to their own Houſes—thar he has ſeen One Man in 
Smithfield Market buy Twenty or Thirty Beaſts ata Time, and has 
known him turn them over to a Saleſman to be fold by him in the ſame 
Market on the ſame Day—that the Practice of driving the Beaſts into 
the Market for the pretended Sale is a roguith 'l hing, for when 
Butchers want to buy, there are none to ſell the ſame with Sheep, tat 


fe has known as many as Five or Six Hundred Shep fold at M.li- Hur• ona 


Sunday to the Carcaſe Butchers, and 40 or 5o Beaſts, which would 
have gone to'Smithficld had it not been for them; and that no longer 
than the left: Night, at Mile-End, he faw 60 Beaſts, which were 
left out on the Sundav, I the ' Market fheutd be 199 cheap. —Then,, 
Mr. JOHN BATE, being again examined, ſaid, That fore- 
ſtalling increaſed to a great Extent ſoon after the Act of the 'I'weltth 
of the preſent King was paſſed—that it is uſual for Carcaſe Butchers 
to buy Four or Five Hundred Sheep in a Day, and that the Practice 


1s become almoſt general—that moſt of the ſtock of Sheep in Smith- 


field is forefialled, by which Means the Market'is raifed, and the 


ARES 


——— — 


— — —— 


«4 


* -# 
+4 


worſt Meat ſold there—that he has known Mutton ſold at an Ad. 
vance of One Halfpenny or Penny per Pound, while the Carcaſe 
Butchers have had ſeveral Hundred heep near London whicty they 
could have, fold at the reduced Price—that when he has not been 
able to buy in the Market, he has been obliged to apply to the Carcafe 
Butchers, and give them what they demanded—that the Carcaſe 
Butchers meet the Droves of Beaſts ſome Miles from London, the 
Day before the Market, and purchaſe them to kill; ſo that the Cut- 
ting Butchers are forced to go to them, and buy at their own Prices, 
by which Mcans the Meat is raited abo ve it's thee to the Conſumer 

and that on Monday laſt, 250 Head of Cattle were kept back from the 
Market at Mile-End only, which had they have come to Smithfield 
would alone have made Beet One Farthing a Pound cheaper. — Then, 

Mr. EVAN EDWARDS, a Cutting Butcher, being examined, 
he was aſked, what information he could give reſpecting toreſtalling? 
he faid, That he has often found himſelf obliged to go to Southall 
and Hayes for Cattle, „wing to the great Diſficulty of getting it in the 
London Market, from the preference thewn to Carcaſe Butchers— 
that it is ufual for the London Carcaſe Butchers to buy at Southall 
and Hayes from Five to Fifteen Hundred Sheep and Lambs in a Day 
---that he has heard a Carcaſe Butcher in Smithfield Market, exult- 
ing to a. Saleſman, and fay, that they had bought up nearly all the 
beſt Lambs for the London Market, ſo that there would be none for 
the Cutting Butchers, and therefore ſhould have their own Price; 
and that he himſelf had killed Three Hundred for Sale on that Day 
that he has met with frequent Inſtanees where a Preferenee has been 
given to Carcaſe Butchers in the Purchaſe of Beaſts; and that he 
has had them taken out of his Hands, when they have been in Price 
to him, and fold to the Carcaſe Butchers; and that he thinks the 
Town would be ſupplied much better than it now is, if there were no 
Carcaſe Butchers.,---Then, | 

Mr. THOMAS MARVIN, a Cutting Butcher, being examined, ſaid 
That he has been, under the Neceſſity of going to Places round Lon- 
don in order to buy Beaſts, not being able to procure them at Smith- 
field chat he has ſeen upwards of 300 Bullocks conſigned for Smith- 
field Market, top at Hounſlow, and not 100 of them have been ſent. 
thefe that he was informed by a Mr. Ireſon, a very great Grazier 
and Saleſman, laſt Monday, that he. had been az Biſhops's Caſtle. 
Fair, where he had been uſed to buy his Cattle from the Breeders. 
and that there were great Plenty of Cattle, but all in the Hands of 
8 ſome of which he knew to have been jobbed Two or Three 

imes; und that he was obliged to give an Advance of 10s. upon Cat- 
tle dought by Jobbers before his Face, but that there was no poſhbili- 
ty of his getting them any other Way.—That he [the Witneſs] has 
known a Regrator purchaſe Beaſts of a Saleſman, while in Price to a 
Cutting Butcher, on which Beaſtsthe Cutttng Butcher afterwards of- 
tered an Advance to the Regrator, of ( 2. on the original Price aſked 
by the Saleſman which was refuſed. Then, 

Mr. DANIEL SHARPE, being again examined, ſaid, That ' 
there is a Practice of bringing Calves into Smithfield the Evenirg 
before the Market Day, and taking them in Carriages down 3 _ 
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Yards, "fs * PE to different Butc ers, without ever heing * 5 
n into the open Market, to the Amount of from 1000 to 1500 * 


in a Year; and that he, as Clerk of the Market, has no Right to 
take an Account of ern, the? Inn Yards. en no part of the Mar- 


ket.— Then, 


ie RICHARD f TIER hte & Coming Butcher, being cxa- 


mined ſaid, That hence offered a Saleſman who had Two Beaſts 


of a Jobber, and a Hree Heifeß meaning a Grazier's or Farmer's, 
£58. for the LO, Beaſts, and for the Wer r 16s. and that he 
afterwards bought De Whole for {72.—that 15 paid, by che Saleſ- 
man's Direction, (39. to the Money '1 aker for the Beaſts, and only 
413 for the Heifer, although he bad before offered 13. 15s. and 
t the Saleſman declare}; 4 had before refuſed £ 14 tor the Hei- 

fer. Then, 

i Mr, CHRISTOPHER BATE, a Cutting Butcher, being examin- 

ed, ſaid, That in a Converſation he had ſome Time ſince with a Mr. 

Go ſon, a Beef Careafs Butcher, he informed him (the Witneſs) 
that in conſequence of A Diſpute which had happened between him 
and one Archer, a-Beaſt; alciman, he went into Norfolk, the Country 
where Archer received his Beaſts from, and bought up, of the Gra- 
ziers and F armers, 800, "which, otherwiſe would have been confign- 
ed to Archer in Smithfiehl, ſo that he had ſcarcely any to ſell during | 
that Seaſon. —And, 4 

Mr. RICHARD ELLAND, a Cutting Butcher, ſaid, That he has 
heard Jobbers boaſt of their Profits, and has heard One in particular 
fay he got £7. upon One particular Bullock. 
THAT-upon the Whole of the Evidence your Committes have 


come to the following Reſolutions : 


Reſolved, 


THAT it is the Opinion of this "AS That the Practices 
of Carcaſe Butchers, in monopolizing Smithfield and other Markets, 
is One Cauſe of the Dearneſs of Butcher's Meat within the Bills of 


Mortality, which Practices have of late Yeafs much increaſed ; and 


therefore the Trade of Carcaſe Butchers ought to be regulated, 
Reſolve, | 

. TraT its the Opinion ok this Committee, That the Practices 
of Jobbers and others who buy Cattle and Sheep on Speculation, 
which are afterwards ſold at — Prices ſeveral Times before 
they are purchaſed by the 2 etail Butchers (by which ſeveral 
unneceſſary Profits are obtained between the Farmer and Conſumer) 
are principal, Cauſes of the Dearneſs of Butcher's Meat within the 
Bills of Mortality; theſe Practices having increaſed of late Years to 


an exceſſive Height, ought to be abokſhed. 


Reſolved. - | 
HAT it is the Opinion of this Commines, That foreſtalling 


5 and regratin tend greatly to enhance the price of Butcher's Meat; 


and that theſe Practices have been increaſed of late Vears, to the reat | 
Detriment of the Public, ought to be more — ds. N 
+ ani Mode of Convietion, ; 


